
Do you have a 
passion for wounds 
& best practice? 

Then join us! 

We can support you 
to become a wound 
champion 

www.nzwcs.org.nz

Membership 
Plans

•	 Full: health professionals with an 
interest in wound care. Ability to vote.

•	 Corporate: A membership for Groups of 
between 5 and 20 health professionals 
who share a common employer. No 
voting rights.

•	 Commercial: available to companies or 
employees of companies where wound 
care products sales or marketing is a 
source of income.

•	 Student: to any person currently 
enrolled in a full time undergraduate 
course/study in healthcare with an 
interest in wound care.

NZWCS 
Advisory Groups 
& Projects
•	 Education Advisory Group

•	 Leg Ulcer Advisory Group

•	 ANZ Venous Leg Ulcer Guidelines

•	 Leg Ulcer Assessment Form

•	 Diabetic Foot Assessment Tool

•	 Pressure Injury Advisory Group

•	 International Pressure Injury 
Guidelines

•	 Supporting National Stop Pressure                                        
Injury Day

•	 Wound Bed Preparation Guidelines

Advancing practice and knowledge	
in wound management
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Join the NZWCS 
today!

Open to all healthcare 
professionals & organisations.

From novice to expert there is 
something for everyone!

•	 Join a proactive, dedicated group of 
healthcare professionals

•	 Access to wound and podiatry 
specialists to provide best            
practice advice

•	 Access to your local area co-ordinator

•	 On-line access to numerous resources 
& international journals

•	 Reduced fees for students

•	 Access to ‘Member’s Only’ section of 
NZWCS website

•	 Tissue Issue newsletter

•	 Awards, Scholarships & Research 
Grants

•	 Opportunities to join project groups

•	 Visit the website for further information 
and to join www.nzwcs.org.nz

Education and 
Professional 
Development

What we offer

•	 Reduced fees to attend the national 
biennial NZWCS wound conference

•	 Reduced or free registration to 
regional study days/seminars

•	 Links to under and post graduate 
wound care courses

•	 On-line access to wound-related 
education modules

•	 On-line access to wound-related 
webinars

•	 Advance notification of education 
opportunities

•	 Opportunities to join project groups

•	 You can contribute to our Tissue Issue 
newsletter and evidence this to your 
professional development

•	 Applications for Awards, Scholarships 
and Research Grants

Awards, 
Scholarships & 
Research Grants      

What you can apply for

•	 Wound-related published articles

•	 Articles published 
in our newsletter — 
Tissue Issue

•	 Wound-related 
under graduate 
study 

•	 Wound-related 
post graduate 
study

•	 National NZWCS 
conference attendance

•	 International Wound Conference                          
attendance

Inside this issue
• Welcome

• From the President• From the Leg Ulcer working 
Group

• From the Pressure Ulcer 
Working Party

• Websites of Interest• NZWCS 6th National Conference
• Tribute to Pip Rutherford

New Zealand Wound Care Society Newsletter 

Issue 19 — August 2013

Editor of Tissue IssueRebecca Aburn  cjraaburn@xtra.co.nz
What is the New Zealand  
Wound Care Society?The NZWCS is a voluntary 

organisation made up of health 
care professionals from a variety 
of disciplines who share a common 
interest in wound management. As 
an organisation it gives its members 

an opportunity to share experience, 
expertise and knowledge providing 
a forum to network with other 
members throughout the country. 

Currently there are fourteen 
branches New Zealand-wide. Each 
has an area coordinator and a 
national committee member. The 
area coordinator is responsible for 
coordinating meetings and seminars 

for the local branch members, while 
the national committee member 
represents each branch at a national 

level. In some areas these duties are 

undertaken by the same volunteer.
For more information & membership 

forms visit: www.nzwcs.org.nz
The views expressed in this newsletter 

are not necessarily the ones held by the 

New Zealand Wound Care Society.

Welcome
Welcome to the August edition of Tissue Issue. Another big edition with plenty 

of reading material alongside useful links and research abstracts from free 

online sources. Thanks to all our contributors and special mention to Covidien 

for sponsoring this edition. Printing, production and postage of Tissue Issue is 

expensive and company sponsorship is invaluable in enabling this to happen. 

In particular this is a tribute edition for our retiring members and newly elected 

members. Wound care is a valuable community that works together to ensure 

best patient outcomes.I hope you enjoy this edition. As always I would love to hear from you with any 

news, views and articles for future editions.

Rebecca Aburn (Editor)
President’s Report Welcome to all the new members, returning area co-ordinators as well as all 

national committee members following our recent AGM in Auckland. 

This is my first report as your new president. I am sure that it will take me quite 

a few months to find my feet. So, please be patient. 

I would like to thank Wayne and the committee members already for 

supporting me through the first few weeks. The amount of information coming 

in from all four corners of the world is huge and quite a challenge to get 

through it at times. The 6th national wound care conference in Auckland was a huge success. 

The overall feedback has been excellent, both from the participants and the 

industry exhibitors. The industry exhibition was the largest we ever had. 

Wasn’t it great to see all the hustle and bustle during the sessions at the 

exhibition centre? The key note and invited speakers were excellent. And we 

are getting so much better organizing those tricky workshops. Once again, 

a huge thank you to the organising committee for working so hard to put 

together such a fantastic conference and especially to Prue as our convener. Her 

dedication to this event was second to none. 

But nothing is perfect and so we will reflect what we can do better next time 

round in 2014. For example, personally I would like to extend the party time to 

well after midnight. We will see. 
I am pleased to report that the handover of my treasurer portfolio to Rebecca is 

now complete. This process has taken longer than anticipated. Bureaucracy is 

well and truly alive at BNZ e.g. it took six month for us to arrange for Jeanette 

our administrator to have access to our accounts. Rebecca and Jeanette will do 

a fantastic job of looking after our financial affairs. 

My first duty as president was to respond to the recent proposal from Pharmac 

and this has involved me in both my DHB role and this role. We were asked to 

provide initial feedback regarding their proposals. Many members have been 

involved in this process, so thank you to all of you who have so far provided 

feedback. It is thanks to the hard work of our past president Wayne Naylor 

that we are routinely consulted in this way. By raising the awareness of the 

organisation both nationally and internationally we are now involved in many 

advisory groups. 
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